Congress of the Hnited States
Washigton, O¢ 20313

February 17, 2009

His Eminence Justin Francis Rigali
Chairman. Commuttee for Pro-Life Acuvities
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops
3211 Fourth Street. NoE,

Washington. D.C, 20017-1194

Your Eminence:

As members ol the House Republican leadership. we would like to thank yvou for
the February 5. 2009 letter vou sent to each Member of Congress. We stand with you
the detense of all human hife and look forward 10 working with vou during the 11 "
Congress.

Despite the limitations of being in the minority. we are committed to working
with our pro-life collcagues on both sides of the aisle 1o proactively defeat efforts 1o enaet
the so-called Freedom of Choice Act {FOCA) or any similar measure. We are similarly
committed to working to retain. and not weaken. laws that prohibit using federal funds
for the purpose of promoting or funding promotion of abortion. particularly those you
cite: the Hyde Amendment. the Dickey/Wicker Amendment. the Hyde/Weldon
Conscience Protection Amendment and the Kemp-Kasten Amendment.

Inarceent Los. If;uum Times article, it was SUL
majority is taking a “go-slow™ approach on “abortion-n
desire is to codify Roe v, Wade, and we will not be caught m ~gua
achieve this goal, whether directly or incrementally, We mEE as Pope Benediet XV
exhorted during his apostolic visit to the United States last year. “proclaim the gift of lile.
to serve life. and promote a culture of hife
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Please do not hesitate to contact us if we can ever be ol assistance 1o you.

Respectfully

Rep. John Bochner (R-OH) Rep. Thaddeus McCotter (R-MD)
House Republican Leader Chairman

House Republican Policy Commuttee



